OOCOMENT RESUME 



ED Q|6 513 

TITLE 



PUB DATE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



SBSTRftCT 



SP 006 806 



I 



Griffin, Patricia S. , 

Perceptions of Wpinenls Rple5 and Female Sport 
Involyemerit kaK>hg a Selected Sample of Cbl^lege 
Students . _ 

16p> ; Paper pres^ the Gonyention of the 

American AsspdrS^Sn HeSltfi^ h^^^alr E^uca^on;, 
and Fleer ejaitipn? K^hneappB^^ ApfM 



MF^$0.65 HC-$3.29 

Athletic Mti^^ 

(cfiSrScteris^^ Patterns 



¥sex 



j^^gggtions of :sM3^0gtedrv^^ ^ 
^^BSyf^jjlegl^^ijii^ 
^K^^^gigfelcSi^:^^ 



^dd^ggii^^f _ _ 

^ggfj^ohhl^r^ ^a^iggjff^ T 

iKiSE^t^lg^jgSffij ^ " 

^Mg rgtgaduatgsi ^yg^j^^iytgcfeaj^g^ _ 

^e scgi <gcl^U^^ 

j ^rcjg jgbi^s^^Hi^^ ^ 
^^^g ^jri^bii^^^^ £1 
^^^aftbj^rx^fife^ jgpleig 
^^^Bj^^a>§Si$OKigH 

^a^^l^jpdl^^nis^ ; 



te^^^js^cjaKfc xaSjgag;S^ej^i^^ 
jgijfijgg ^Slt^^l ^^^^^^^ ^ ^ ' " " ^ ^ - 



-I 

1 




I 



1^ 



o 
oo 
o 



SEP 12 1973 



Lur 



PEBCEPTIONS OP WOMEN'S BOLES AND 7BMALB SFOIS 
IWOLVEMENI AMONd A SELECTED SAMFLE OF COLLEQE &ajmna 



1 
I 

m 
1 



Patricia S. iSriffih 



Conyent&n In^Ii^ 



"%0UCATI0NAWEtfA«6; 
zHZTIONAUIN$TITUT|Of 

OU C e O lE X ACT t>WJJ5 
io\7cAf ION POil^^^^^^^^ 



o 



this ^paj^ 
by Ibhe autta6? 
under tfie ^ireStiSn 



PERCBPTIiNS OF WOMEN* S I»MS AMD FEMALE SPOFI IWOLVIMERT 
AMONG A SEI£»TED SAMPLE OF COLLEGE- STUDP^S 



Introduction 

Several stidies have substantiated the contention tfifit clearly defined 
and generally accepted s^x rcie stereotypes cpn^ exist in the United 

States todayV Broverman (1) Rosenkrahtz (lo)^ Sheriffs and Jarrett (^It)^ 
and Steinman (12) have shown ithat these steTCpl^es en 
plgrsiceJ., psychological, Md sbciolpgical chawtcteri^ 

as associated vith ea^^ sex, Additipmli reseai^h l^is sl^^^ ttet , 

^e traits assbcd^ted ^i^^ - _ - 

iby ^oth n^h fiwd^ii^n> !PI^5 ift^ iM^hdehcej; 
strength, arid c«n^^ 
aire moi^e scSied^ 
copjK»iStti1^eness> tai]»tiyehess>, w 

. Just as there ai^^ h^^ 
are aljso activities cpp^^ ^S^^^fe&l 
isevereX activities comphly alsociatej^^ ^^C: 
characteristics of a si^ri^r athtet^^^ 
cpnji^titor are clee^^ 

feinale stereotype • Thus> Siittbh-^taibfr taMm^^^^ a^^aJi^) / 
have shown that sport is pf ten 

sistent with the prevailing cbnce;^ of a^wfr^jfe^ f^ 

Studies of actual person^ity t^rait| cpi^plfl^^ 
(7), Peterson (9), Ibi^him f5), ^ 
faHed to show any defined consensus of ch aa^ 
t*is groiq? from fem^e nph-atWLet||> ^Ho^^r^ iinv^sti^ 
perceived traits of female a^iet^ havi^ shc^ 
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attribute stereotj^e behavior to this group* Not surprisingly, these 
perceived traits are inconsistent with the accepted female stereotype* 
(Brown (2), Hall (3)> and Harris (U). 

Purpose of the Investigation 



Tbe results of these several investigations of sex role stereotypes 
and female sport involvement form the basis for the present study. 
Specifically, the purpose of this study was to answer the following 
questions: 

1. How do college students perceive certain women* s roles? _ _ 

2. Do particular social categories 6T college student differentially 
perceive women *s roles? 

3. How do college students perceive female involvement in selected 
sports? 

U. Do particular social categories of college students differentially 
perceive female involvement in selected sports? 

Procedure 

Selection Of The Sacg>le The subjects for this investigation were 279 
undergraduate males and females at the University of Massachusetts. 
° Selection Of The Test Instrumr- it The test instrument consisted of four 
parts: 

1. A semantic differential consisting of fifteen bipoj^r scales 
* to determine perc^tions of six female roles: Housewife, 

Woman Athletic, Woman professor. Mother, Girlfriend, aad'\ 
Ideal Woman. 

2. Nineteen selected sports each followed by a Likert Seyen.Step Scale 
to determine the perceived appropriateness of each sport for 
female participation. 

3. A questionaire to identify the sociocultural characteristics 
of: sex, major field of study, class in school, previous 
sport e:jq?erience, head of the household's education, religious 
preference, race, and political preference. 

ERIC . . . , \ 



k. A modification of Thielbar*s {ik) Lifestyle and Perspec- 
tive Index to determine degree of cosoopolitanifla. This 
consisted of thirty statements each followed by a Likert 
• five step scale between agree and disagree. 

Data Analysis A multiple discriminant function analysis was corapleted 

to determine the perceptions of the roles and sport involvement in 

relation to the variotis sociocultural traits. 

Results 

Question One ; How do college students perceive certain women's roles? 

Bipolar- scales on the semantic differential have consistently clust- 
ered into three major groups in factor analysis work by Osgood (8) and 
others. Osgood identified these three clusters as evalixative, potency, 
and activity factors. Thus, when scales ajfe selected which cluster into 
one of each of the three factor groups, a three dimensional representation 
of the perceptions of each role is formulat-i. The attitude toward each 
role is indicated by scales representing the evaluative ftictor, lAiile the 
eujtivity and potency perceived as associated with each role is indicated 
on the scales representing these two factors. The scales used in the 
present study were as follows: 

Evaluative : Attractive-Unattractive, Sexually Attractive, Sexually 
tfnattractive, Nice-Awful, Interesting-Boring, Affectionate -Cold. 

Potency : Thick-Thin, Masciaine-Iteminine, InteHigent-Unintelli^^jent, 
Hai^-Soft, Heavy-Light. 

Activity : Tense-Relaxed, Loud-Soft, Competitive-Cooperative, Experimental- 
Conservative, Past-Slow. 

Perceptions By Factors Wher the college student *s perceptions 

of the roles on the evaluative, potency, and activity factors was 

studied, the rank order of the roles was quite different for the 

evaluative factor than for the potency and activity factors. 



Evaluative 



Potency- 



Activity 



Ideal Wocaan 
Girlfriend 
Mother 
Housewife 
Woman Professor 
Woman Athlete 



Woman Professor 
Woman Athlete 
Mother 
Housewife 
Ideal Wocan 
Girlfriend 



Woman Athlete 
Woman I^ofeasor 
Ideal Wonan 
Housewife 
Girlfriend 
Mother 



The Ideal Woman was perceived as the most highly evalui^ted role 
while the Woman Athlete was perceived as the least highly evaluated role. 
However, on the potency factor, the Woman Professor and Woman Athlete, 
both lowly evaluated roles, were perceived as the most potent of those 
investigated. The Ideal Woman and Girlftiend were perceived as the 
least potent. The activity factor showed that the Woman Athlete and 
Woman Professor were again ranked highest of those studied. Spearman k 
Rank Order Correlations between factors supported the statement that, 
for the roles under investigation, there was a negative relaionship 
between evaluation of the role and both the activity and potency perceived 
in a role. Consecjaently, ^the roles perceived as highly evaluated were 
perceived as low in potency and activity and those perceived as highly 
potent euid active were perceived eis the least highly evaluated. 
Perceptions^Of The ]toles On The Three factors Simultaneously 

In order to see the relationship of each role to all other roles . 
as a total perception rather than as separate factors, Osgood (8) suggested 
the use of the generalized distance formula of plane geometry. Thus, the 
relationship of each role, as a total perception, to all other roles can 
be represented in 5 matrix and resulting D Model. The D model shows 
the distance of each role from all other roles in semantic space. 

As can be seen, the roles clui:,ter into three dyadt (l) Ideal Woman 
and Girlfriend (2) Mother and Housewife (3) Woman Rrofessor and Woman 
Athlete. The Woman Athlete as perceived as the farthest in semantic space 
from the ideal, woman of the six roles studied. If the Ide^ Woman is 
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accepted as the ultimate preferred role for woaen, then the Woman Athlete 

was perceived as the least desirable role for wc^aen of those studied. 

These findings fully support the findings of other researchers in 

that (l) there is a definite perception of desirable traits for a woman 

and these traits are consistent with the roles of Ideal Woman, Girlfriend 

and Mother. (2) The traits associated with the role of Woman Athlete are 

perceived as inconsistent with the traits associated with the preferred 

roles of Ideal Woman and Girlfriend. 

Question Two : Do particular social categories of College Students 
differentially perceive women's roles? 

Of the various social categories, only two, sex cuid cosmopolitanism 
were significantly (.01) related to perceptions of the women's roles. 

Sex Within this social category the most striking^ differences occured 
on the evaluative factor. The males ranked the Woman Athlete higher than 
did the females on the evaluative factor, while the jfemales ranked the 
Woman Professor higher than the males did. Though there were some 
differences in the perceptions of activity and potency in the roles, ' 
generally males and females agreed as to the activity gmd potency 
associated with these roles. This relationship indicated that, since the 
activity and potency associated with the roles by males and females 
was similar, the difference is their attitude toward the desirability of 
active and potent traits in a woman's role. 

Gospopolitanism The major differences in the perceptions of 
the low, moderate, and high cosmopolitans also occured on the evaluative 
factor. However, all three degrees of dosmopolitanism regarded the 
Woman Athlete as the least highly evaluated role. All three also per- 
ceived the Woman Athlete and Woman Professor as the roost active and 
potent roles. 
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Evaluative 


Potency 




Activity 


IW 


32.85 ■ 
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21.00 




WP 21.88 
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Spearman r 








Evaluative-potency 
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Potency "Activity 




.55 





Females n = I51 



Evaluative 


Potency 


Activity 


IW 31*96 


WA 21.97 


WA 26.^3 


OF 29.59 


WP 21.82 


WP 21.87 


M 27.1+2 


HW 18.52 


IW-Htf I8.7U 


WP 23.37 


M 18.1+5 


GF' 18.39 


HW 23.06 


IW 17.23 


M 17.68 


WA. 21.01 


nP 17.11+ 





Factor Spearman r 



Evaluative - Potency 

Evaljaative-Activity 

Potency-Activity 



-.88 
.55 



mmED Rotii iiaui scokss for factor m\ Tii^ social 

CATEGORY OP LOCAL-COSBOPCLmNISM AND RAMK ORDER CORRELATIONS 
BETWEEN FACTORS. 
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High Cosmopolitanism n hi 



Evaluative 


Potency 




Activity 


jW 33.26 
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.63 





Question Three : How do college students perceive feoale involveoent 
in selected sports? 

None of the sports studied were perceived as inappropriate for female 
participation. The rank ordering of sports showed that tennis, swicnning, 
gyipnastics, bowling, and snow skiing were perceived as the tiiost appropriate 
of those studied. Grew, squash, handball, track, and skydiving were seen 
as the least appropriate for female participation of those studied. 



Q;uestion Four : Do particular social categories of college students 
differentially perceive female involvement in selected sports? 

Of the social categories studied, only cosmopolitanism was sig- 

' nificantly (.01) related to perception of Jfenale involvenent in selected 

sports. The sports which differentiated between cosmopolitanism to the 

greatest extent were crew, fencing, and handball. Generally, tennis, 

gymnastics, and swimming were ranked highest by €ill three groupw while 

squash and crew were consistently ranked least appropriate. 

Conclusions 

The most striking conclusions reached as a result of this invest- 
igation centered around' the answers to questions one and two. 

1. There was inverse relationship between the evaluation of 
women's roles and the degree of activity and potency associated 
with the roles. If a role is highly evaluated it tended to be 
perceived as low in potency and activity and vice versa. 

2. Of the social categories studied only sex and cosmopolitimism 
were significantly related to differential perceptions of the 
six women's roles. 

3. Though individual roles may have been perceived differently by 
the various social categories, the inverse relationship between 
evaluation of the role and activity and potency of 'the role 
tended to persist. 
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Sport 
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1.24 


Tennis 
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Tennis 
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Gymnastics 
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Bowling 
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Field Hockey 
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Skydiving 
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Skydiving 
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3.08 


Handball 


2.32 


Handball 
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Mean 


Bowling 
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Sailing 
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1.92 
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Ir iumary^ an inconsistency exists between the traditional feoale 
behavioral stereotype as reprerented by the roles of Girlfriend and Ideal ' 
Woman, and the non-traditional female roles of Woman Athlete and Woman 
Professor. The evaluation of a woman's role appears to depend upon it's 
association with traits consistent with the concepts of activity and 
potency. Consequently, this study indicates that being a woman an^^ 
being perceived as active and potent are incompatible attributes. 

The ii:iplications of such a finding is, inspite of popular claims 
to the contrary, that appropriate female behavior continues to be sharply 
delimited. Until such time that a more androgenous attitude toward 
appropriate female and mole behaviors and activities prevails, a wrm>\n 
who chooses to display the role traits of activity and potency will 
tend to be perceived in a negative manner. 
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